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Reporting Student Progress
Provincial Context
As the curriculum changes, so must the assessment and reporting of student progress. The goal of reporting and communicating student learning is to ensure
that parents are well informed about their children’s progress, while being aligned with the directions of the revised curriculum.
The provincial curriculum was designed with British Columbia teachers, focusing on the effective practices seen in BC and elsewhere. In the same spirit,
districts throughout BC have explored a variety of student reporting practices and tools to improve communication with parents. This exploration has led to
variations in practices and procedures among schools and districts in the reporting of student learning as they personalized practices to reflect their local
communities. For example, some districts or schools may be communicating with parents in an ongoing, flexible manner, and other districts or schools are
reporting in ways more associated with formal reports and scheduled reporting times.
Some of the teachers at Brentwood Park have been involved in a pilot program to investigate new forms of reporting student achievement that reflects
these changes in the BC curriculum. We began exploring these ideas when the curriculum was in the redesign process and we have continued to evolve
our thinking and practice over the last 5 years. A project that began with one primary classroom teacher has spread to five primary teachers. In 2015
some of our intermediate teachers joined the exploration and moved forward with different ways of communicating student learning.
The new formats are supported by educational research in learning, assessment and motivation, and have focused on documenting and sharing your
child’s individual growth through portfolios, both print and electronic, learning stories, and student-led conferences. This process has provided more
insight into your child’s learning and what we are exploring at school. We are excited, as we believe this form of communication is more consistent with
what current research has revealed about teaching and learning. The feedback we have received from parents so far has been very positive and supportive of this journey. We will continue to collect feedback as we move forward.

Effective Communication with Parents and Students
Effective communication between the home and the school is central to student success. The goal of communicating student learning is to ensure that communication between home and school is effective and ongoing, so that:




parents are well informed about their child’s progress
parents are involved as partners in a dialogue about their child’s progress and the best ways to support and improve learning
students are provided with information that is meaningful to them and helps them improve their own learning

Communication requires ongoing interactions and dialogue about student progress throughout the school year, involving the teacher, student, and the parent,
to provide up-to-date information about the student’s learning. This information should:







be descriptive, and include suggestions regarding ways that parents can support their child
reinforce the importance of self-assessment and goal setting
include feedback from multiple sources, as appropriate, including the student, teacher, peers and parents
encourage students to work toward their goals, build student ownership, and make clear their role in the communication process
encourage students to use this information to make necessary revisions to their work and set new learning goals
where appropriate, take advantage of current technological tools to promote and support communicating student learning

Communication can happen in a variety of ways, including in person, electronically, or in written form.
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WRITE TO SANTA AND HE’LL WRITE BACK
Write to:

2017 WINTER MUSICAL

Santa Claus
North Pole HOH OHO
CANADA

Every child who writes to Santa using a proper return address receives a reply. It’s a cherished
annual tradition that fosters a love of reading and writing in children of all ages.
Emails can be sent to Santa, or you can watch Santa on YouTube, via:
www.canadapost.ca/santascorner

CHOPPED:
CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE TRIPLE C

Is there anyone with a good condition
sewing machine who would love to
donate it to Brentwood Park?
Please see Mrs. Basso in Room 6.
Thanks!
Are your children missing any items? Please check the
Lost & Found bin in the hallway outside the library
December 11th—15th to claim your items. All items
not claimed by December 15th will be donated to
charity.

SCHOOL CLOSURES DUE TO WEATHER
As winter weather approaches, we want to remind parents/guardians, students, and staff about
Burnaby School District weather related school closure announcements. All schools will remain
OPEN, unless there is heavy snowfall, damage or other circumstances (eg. power outage) that
make it impossible to operate safely. The district will do its best to communicate school or
district-wide closures and bus changes or cancellations by 6:30 am. This information will be
posted on the front page of the district website. Closure information will also be provided to the
media (radio and tv stations). PLEASE NOTE THAT NO ANNOUNCMENT WILL BE MADE
THAT SCHOOLS ARE OPEN.
Parents/guardians are responsible for their child's safe travel to school. Please walk elementary
children to the door of their school if you are uncertain whether the school is open or not. If for
any reason you feel that your child cannot travel safely to school then you should notify the
school that your child will be absent.

This Winter Brentwood Park Elementary will be presenting
a K-7 Musical, Chopped: Christmas Challenge Triple
C. The concerts will be on Tuesday December 19th at
1:30pm & 7:00pm, and Wednesday December 20th at
1:30pm & 7:00pm in the School Gymnasium. *Please
bring a non-perishable food item which will go
towards our Food Bank Drive.
There will be a limit of 2 tickets per family (not per child)
for each concert. Each person will be required to have a
ticket, including young children. A $2 donation per ticket is
suggested. Proceeds from the Christmas Concerts will go
towards our Fine Arts Programs. Ticket orders will be
filled on a first-come first served basis. Please return the
ticket order form to your classroom teacher ASAP.
Schedule is as follows:
 Tues. Dec 19th—Band Students, Div. 1, 3, 6, 7, 9,
11, 14, 16, 17, 20 + 21
 Wed. Dec. 20th—Div. 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 12, 13, 15, 18 +
19
For more information visit our Brentwood Park Music
Program’s website at http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/yankom/

IT’S REPORT CARD TIME!
Our teachers have been working very hard these last few weeks to prepare the first term report cards, which will be going home on
Friday, December 15th. The process of assessment, evaluation and reporting is complex and teachers work to ensure that reports
accurately represent student achievement and set a course for future development. Here are some things to remember when report cards
come home:




Set aside time to talk to your child about the report card. Before you open it, ask your child what they think the report card will tell you about
his/her learning.
Ask your child whether they did their best.
Acknowledge your child’s efforts and be proud of the areas in which they have done well. Celebrate the successes, the effort, and the positive
comments. Some ways to celebrate include having a special dinner or going on a family excursion. Paying students for getting good grades
is not recommended and has been shown to actually decrease student engagement in learning.

If some of the comments are disappointing, help your child set specific goals for the next term. Assist your child in making a plan to achieve those goals.
If you have questions about the report card, please make an appointment to meet with the classroom teachers.
Reflecting on what we have learned, where we need to improve, and making a plan to achieve our goals is fundamental to success in school, and in life!
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GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Thank you to all of the girls who committed to being on the team this
year. There was a ton of improvement from our first practice and by
the end of our season, we were seeing more and more 3 hit rallies! I
want to spend a big thank you to all of our parent drivers who helped
out driving to and from the games. It was much appreciated.
I want to send a big thank you to Mr. Jung for coaching and Ms. Willis
for being the team's manager. Ms. Willis was always on top of organising the forms, keeping in contact with other schools to organise the
games and as well as organise the rides for the girls as well. Thanks
again for the great season, girls!

PAC CORNER
Happy December! The PAC is bustling with activity. Thank-you to all the families
that participated and supported the Spirit Wear Sale, Gift Card fundraiser, Direct
Donations and contributed to the Gift Basket Raffle. We are grateful for all the
support and participation!
Gift Basket Raffle: December 19th and 20th
Our Winter Gift Basket Raffle and Auction is back on Dec. 19th and 20th. During
two of the most joyful days of our school calendar, where nearly 500 students
perform, PAC will again have great prizes for raffle, including: gourmet food,
entertainment sets, children's games and toys, spa treatments, tickets for family
outings & special events, gift cards and electronic goods. We are very grateful for
our sponsors, including: Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Electronic Arts, Shoppers Drug
Mart (Solo District), Bosa Foods, Starbucks, Davids Tea, Cioffis, Kumon, Staccato
Music Studios, Pedalheads, Best Buy Metrotown, Staples, Rancho Management
Services, Instant Pot Canada, Keurig Canada, The VSO, Vancouver Art Gallery,
Garden Works, London Drugs and Shape Properties/Brentwood Mall. For their
generous gifts towards the Raffle and our school's community hampers, we also
thank the Brentwood Park families of Sharron Wang, Ken Rae, Chris Chen,
Pauline Rilcof, Yuen Wong, Terry Cheng, and Terry Li. Keep an eye out for our
complete poster for more information coming soon. This is just a sneak peak!

All prizes are 100% donated. One of our new fundraising goals is to help replace
our aging and failing audio / visual system in the gym so it all comes back to
supporting our students and school community. Remember to bring your $ and we
wish you good luck and of course, good fun too!
The Winter Gift Basket Raffle helper sign up link is here:
www.volunteersignup.org/MET3P
Santa Breakfast: Friday December 22nd
This year please pay the $3 for the Santa Breakfast online using School Cash
Online. Your $3 goes toward the event cost (sausages, pancakes, juice, etc.) and
any proceeds are donated to the food bank. Please remember the Santa breakfast
is a green event! Please send your child with a plate, fork and cup in a plastic bag to
cut down on the waste. Lastly, this event is only possible with family volunteers. If
you can help set up, clean up, serve and/or cook please register at
www.volunteersignup.org/HQXKB.
The PAC Executive wishes you a wonderful winter season with family and friends!
All the best for 2018,
Margo, Donna, Kamal, Sharron, Connie and Raquel
Brentwood Park PAC Executive
brentwoodpac@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

UBC Girlsmarts!
UBC Girlsmarts is a non-profit organization launched by the UBC Computer
Science department to help girls spark and sustain an interest in computer
science. Our organization has been running workshops since 2004 and we
often partner up with various local tech companies (including Microsoft,
Amazon, SAP, and many others) to run many different workshops and
activities for girls in grades 6 to 12.
This year, we will be offering two grade 6 workshops (in partnership with
Microsoft) and one grade 7 workshop (in partnership with SAP). Please
note that our workshops are for girls only. Our grade 6 workshops will teach
girls about programming their own game, cybersecurity, creating their own
webpage, and hardware. The grade 7 workshops are run in partnership with
SAP and will teach girls about design thinking, programming, social gaming,
and user interface/user experience. If you are interested in learning more,
our website is at https://www.cs.ubc.ca/girlsmarts4tech/ or you can contact
us at girlsmarts-info@cs.ubc.ca.

4

5

