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Tiger Times 

COMMUNICATING STUDENT LEARNING AT BRENTWOOD PARK 

Provincial Context 
(source: Draft K-9 Reporting Policy: Handbook for Piloting School Districts) 

The redesigned curriculum came into effect in September 2016 and has offered an opportunity to rethink the way we assess and report on student progress in 
British Columbia. Informed by research on effective practices and by thorough engagement with parents and educators, the draft provincial Student Reporting 
Policy for K-9 encompasses key policy shifts. These include: 
 more timely and flexible communication 
 descriptive four-point provincial proficiency scale for K-9 
 end of year student self-assessment of Core Competencies, as well as additional student selected evidence-based reflection during the school year 

School Context 

For several years, the teachers at Brentwood Park have been involved in a pilot project to investigate new forms of reporting student progress that reflects 
these changes in the BC curriculum. We began exploring these ideas when the curriculum was in the redesign process and we have continued to evolve our 
thinking and practice over the last 7 years. A project that began with one primary classroom teacher spread to five primary teachers. In 2015 some of our 
intermediate teachers joined the exploration and moved forward with different ways of communicating student learning. Since the 2018-2019 school year, all 
of our teachers joined this provincial pilot and are leaders in the Burnaby School District. 

The new formats are supported by educational research in learning, assessment and motivation, and have focused on documenting and sharing your child’s 
individual growth through portfolios, both print and electronic, learning stories, and student-led conferences. This process has provided more insight into your 
child’s learning and what we are exploring at school. We are excited, as we believe this form of communication is more consistent with what current research 
has revealed about teaching and learning. The feedback we have received from parents so far has been very positive and supportive of this journey. We will 
continue to collect feedback as we move forward. 

What’s New 

We will continue to have at least five times where we connect teachers, students and families to share information about student progress, but we will be 
making some changes to the timing and focus of our communications. Student learning portfolios including learning samples, student self-reflections and 
teacher feedback will be available to you throughout the year and there will be three written progress reports. 
1. November 2019: written report

 written comments focused on student engagement and behavior at school
 personal awareness and responsibility 
 social awareness and responsibility 
 work habits and attitude 
 next steps (including any academic areas that require attention) 

2. February 2020: written report
 four-point proficiency scale (see below) in each area of learning
 written comments focused on:

 student engagement and behavior (as above) 
 growth/progress in areas of learning 
 next steps 

3. March 2020: student-led conference
 students share learning portfolios including work samples, learning stories, self-reflections, teacher feedback

4. May/June 2020: student-led celebration of learning
 focus to be developed

5. June 2019: written Summary of Progress report
 four-point proficiency scale (see below) in each area of learning
 written comments focused on:

 student engagement and behavior (as above) 
 growth/progress in areas of learning 
 next steps 
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It’s Book Fair Time. The Scholastic Book Fair is coming! November 25th to November 29th. 

Dear Parents and Families: 

The book fair gives you and your children the opportunity to browse and/or purchase books and products. Did 
you know that for every $10 you spend at the Book Fair, $6 comes directly back as books to the library.? A flyer 
will be sent home with students before the fair. Be sure to submit the family door prize ballot from the flyer. This 
is one of our students’ favorite events, so mark your calendars and plan to visit us (great for seasonal gifts). A 

reminder: the library is closed for circulation during this week. 

Book Fair Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Thursday 9:00-4:00 Tuesday 9:00-4:30 Friday 9:00-12:00 

Students will be given the opportunity to visit and make purchases with their own class time, at lunch and after 
school. Parents and others can visit anytime during book fair hours. Find out when your child’s class has their own visit planned. Thank you for your support. 

Four-point Proficiency Scale 

Effective Communication with Parents and Students 

 Effective communication between the home and the school is central to student success. The goal of communicating student learning is to ensure that 
communication between home and school is effective and ongoing, so that: 

• parents are well informed about their child’s progress
• parents are involved as partners in a dialogue about their child’s progress and the best ways to support and improve learning
• students are provided with information that is meaningful to them and helps them to improve their own learning

 Communication requires ongoing interactions and dialogue about student progress throughout the school year, involving the teacher, the student, and the 
parent, to provide up-to-date information about the student’s learning. This information should: 

• be descriptive, and include suggestions regarding ways that parents can support their child
• reinforce the importance of self-assessment and goal setting
• include feedback from multiple sources, as appropriate, including the student, teacher, peers, and parents
• encourage students to work towards their goals, build student ownership, and make clear their role in the communication process
• encourage students to use this information to make necessary revisions to their work and set new learning goals
• where appropriate, take advantage of current technological tools to promote and support communicating student learning

 Communication can happen in a variety of ways, including in person, electronically, or in written form 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Brentwood Park’s Student Leadership undertook a Brentwood Scares Hunger 

food drive for the month of October.  It was a huge success!  Brentwood’s community 

responded BOOOOOtifully to the call for donations and has donated 32 boxes of food 

to the foodbank.  Thank you all so much for your generosity.  
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November is the time when everything at our school is in full swing and PAC and its Executive Council enters a very busy schedule.  

We are currently fundraising for AED machine for the school. PAC has been selling reflective tags last week to fund the AED.  You still have a chance to buy 
the reflective tags at our First Winter Market and support PAC. Please save the date: Sunday November 3rd from 10am-3pm. Come out for homemade crafts, 

and household goodies. It would be a great time to pick up some holiday gifts.   

Direct donations to the school can be made anytime during the school year. If you enter your donations via School Cash Online by December 15th 2019, you 

will be automatically entered into a draw for 2 reserved front row seats to ONE of the Christmas concert performances.  

Winter Gift Raffle will return in December at our Winter Concert series and will again bring together our entire school community in celebration of music and 
performance. We thank all our Gift Raffle donors of the past. If your family or you through your work contacts can help support us again with items for the gift 

baskets, tickets to events, art work, games, etc., please contact PAC by email to: brentwoodpac@gmail.com  

The gift card fundraiser is also back in November. Please keep an eye out for forms to come home in your children’s backpack.   

There are only 4 more PAC meetings scheduled from 7pm- 8pm on the following Tuesday’s: Nov 26, Feb 25, Apr 21 & May 26. Please come out and join us.   

If you are interested in learning more or would like to share your ideas, please reach out via email at brentwoodpac@gmail.com or at the PAC meeting. We 

look forward to meeting you!   

Sincerely,   
 
Brentwood Park Executives   
Co-Chairs: Pauline Rilcof & Carolyn Siu   
Co-Treasurers: Lisa Postnikoff & Suzy Pruss   
Secretary: Tien Dang   
DPAC Rep: Donna Rae & Michael Virlas   
brentwoodpac@gmail.com 

PAC CORNER 

       PHOTO RETAKES 

 

Photo retakes will be the morning of 

Wednesday, November 6th. This 

time is for absent and new  students, and 
for those who wish to have a  RETAKE 
opportunity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

"It's Christmas Eve, and Rudolph is no-

where to be found. Santa and Mrs. Claus 

must travel around the world to find him, 

leaving Prancer in charge of the North 

Pole while they are gone. This year's 

Christmas concert will feature re-

imagined songs from classic Disney 

movies."  

 

This year’s Christmas Concert dates are: 

* Tuesday Dec. 17th @ 1pm & 7pm 

* Wednesday Dec. 18th @ 1pm & 7pm 

Eight Most Interesting Primary Pumpkins: 

 Jemma — Div. 14 

 Victoria — Div. 13 

 Nayiri — Div. 12 

 Milan — Div. 10 

 Jenna — Div. 19 

 Evan — Div. 17 

 Kaiya — Div. 10 

 Tyler — Div. 12 

 

Eight Most Interesting Primary Pumpkins: 

 

 Landon — Div. 6 

 Sofia — Div. 1 

 Amy — Div. 1 

 Anica — Div. 6 

 Keylani — Div. 1 

 Noel Ivan — Div. 7 

 Jaiden — Div. 5 

 Keira — Div. 2 

 

PUMPKIN  CARVING CONTEST WINNERS 
 

 
 
 
 
This year Brentwood Park Elementary 

raised $4,899.50 for The Terry Fox      

Foundation.  Thank you everyone for 
your support. 




